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Rezumat  limba  
 

My academic and professional path has been overwhelmingly determined by the 

experience of a career diplomat. The practice of this extraordinary job has influenced my 

epistemological preferences for constructivist and post-positivist perspectives to integrate, in 

an interdisciplinary manner, my research into the effects of the technological revolution on 

modern diplomacy. 

 The habilitation thesis reflects my academic research activity, the professional 

experience as a diplomat and then university teacher and tries to demonstrate my competence 

to coordinate doctorates in the field of international relations.  

The habilitation thesis is structured in two large chapters that try to capture, as 

faithfully as possible, my academic profile. 

The first chapter  Professional milestones and scientific contributions  focuses on 

the main results of my professional career, starting from the entry to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, marking the relevant moments of my diplomatic activity, continuing with the 

professional career during doctoral studies (2009-2012) and concluding with the professional 

course and scientific developments after obtaining the doctorate. Also in this chapter I briefly 

presented the main research projects in which I participated, their results, materialized in 

scientific articles and/or presentations at national or international conferences, as well as 

extra-curricular activities (for example, membership in the scientific or editorial board of 

journals listed in international databases, or that of a trainer for career diplomats, or a 

developer of a game simulating the activity of a foreign affairs ministry). In my opinion, all 

this demonstrates innovation, continuity and coherence in my scientific endeavours, 

judiciously integrating an interdisciplinary approach to modern diplomacy and highlighting 

the ability to work in research teams or to coordinate them. 

In the last part of this chapter I tried to highlight the importance of the 

interdisciplinary approach to the study of diplomacy. Obviously, my ontological, 

epistemological and methodological options were circumscribed to post-positivism and 

constructivism, probably also as a result of my previous experience as a career diplomat, not 

so much for establishing causal links, but mainly for studying their influence on changes in 

modern diplomacy. 

The evolution of societies, the technological revolution, but also the new types of 

threats to humanity bring to the table of diplomats subjects that were once dealt with strictly 
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internally, redefining the profile of the diplomat, the functions and attributions of the foreign 

affairs ministries. Therefore, we are talking about a paradigm shift in diplomacy, which 

specialized literature tried to include under the umbrella of the term modern diplomacy. The 

analysis of these changes requires an interdisciplinary approach, the traditional field of studies 

limited to political sciences, international relations, public international law being insufficient. 

For this reason, in my research I tried to have an interdisciplinary approach, calling on other 

fields, such as the management of organizations, to optimize the diplomatic network and 

improve the decision-making process, increase the motivation of employees and 

develop/consolidate the skills necessary for the diplomatic work, but also 

physics/chemistry/biology, to cover disarmament, arms control and dual-use or 

communication files, with an emphasis on new communication media. 

Another interesting and relatively under-addressed research direction is the need to 

theorize diplomacy. Although there is a great deal of literature on diplomacy, a meta-theory of 

diplomacy that encompasses all concepts in a single set of coherent relationships is almost 

completely lacking. Such an approach is only possible through a team effort by academic 

theorists and career diplomats altogether. The starting point in developing a meta-theory 

should be to clarify the relationship between diplomacy and theories of international relations. 

A legitimate question thus arises in academia: is diplomacy an autonomous concept or must it 

appeals to the paradigms of international relations to explain what is happening in the 

international environment? If diplomacy is seen as subsumed within international relations 

(and this is true if we accept that only states do diplomacy), then the theoretical framework of 

international relations is sufficient. But what if diplomacy is more comprehensive than 

international relations? We have shown that gestures and actions of non-state entities that 

imitate the state in their attempts to interact on the world stage, for the purpose of 

international recognition, can be assimilated to diplomacy. 

As stated, I used my background in management to try to highlight a possible missing 

link in attempts to theorize diplomacy, namely the insufficient research into the management 

of the di

ministry of foreign affairs, the analysis of diplomatic actions in certain areas of diplomacy, 

the administration of the diplomatic service, such as the departure in diplomatic mission 

policy, the continuous professional training policy, the relations between the various 

institutions of diplomacy, the implementation of strategic plans. The management of the 

diplomatic service should answer the question: how can the foreign policy undertaken by the 

ministry be best implemented? Thus, when we analyze the theorization of diplomacy, we 
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should have in mind two sides of diplomatic practice: on the one hand, diplomacy as a tool for 

ole as an active actor on the international stage, 

and on the other hand, diplomatic service management. I tried to argue the importance of 

research from an interdisciplinary perspective of modern diplomacy, in the attempt to theorize 

diplomacy and the need to call on the tools of other sciences, such as management, to show 

how technology should be integrated into the the internal processes of the ministries of 

foreign affairs.  

 We thus arrive at the problem of human resources in modern diplomacy, or more 

precisely their professional training. Competences that diplomats must possess upon entry 

into the diplomatic corps and then throughout their diplomatic career is a critical issue for any 

foreign ministry (Berridge 2010, Bjola and Kornprobst 2013, Cercel 2019). From an 

students so that they can successfully not only pass the entrance exam to the Diplomatic and 

Consular Corps, but also successfully fulfil the diplomatic career.  

The second chapter presents my university career plan, the main lines of research and 

teaching activity development, new publication plans and possible future doctoral research 

topics. In the chapter I detailed the results of my academic research, the research directions I 

intend to follow in the field of modern diplomacy, future projects regarding the development 

of an impact assessment model for the International Development Cooperation Agency 

(RoAid) and the creation of a centre of excellence in international negotiations, with a focus 

on digital diplomacy and especially on the effects of the digital revolution on the internal 

processes of ministries of foreign affairs. These new lines of research could have direct 

applicability in academia, allowing for a better learning experience for students, but they can 

also be useful to diplomacy professionals, giving them ideas for a possible rethinking of how 

to recruit and train human resources in the ministries of foreign affairs. 

I also presented a publishing project scheduled for 2023. It is about the second edition, 

revised and added, of my book Diplomacy and Diplomatic Negotiations. The book will also 

be published by the CH Beck Publishing House and will include, in addition to a necessary 

revision of some topics covered, as a result of the developments on the international scene 

from 2019 until now, new branches of diplomacy and new topics that have emerged on the 

diplomatic agenda. The additions will cover several topics that were insufficiently or not at all 

covered in the first edition: attempts to theorize diplomacy, diplomacy of non-state entities, 

sub-state diplomacy and supra-state diplomacy, development assistance, trends in 

international cooperation, other forms of soft power. 
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At the end of the chapter, I proposed some doctoral research topics that circumscribe 

my ontological, epistemological and methodological research interests.  

 


